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(57) ABSTRACT

A hair accessory that separates into a plurality of fully func-
tional smaller hair accessories, the smaller accessories for
sharing with another or rearranging hair into a different style.
The hair accessory is a hair clip having a handle coupled to a
clip portion with a spring. The hair clip has a plurality of
members that separate into individual hair clips, each mem-
ber fully functional as a hair clip. When the members connect,
the hair accessory performs as a unified device. When the
members selectively separate, each member performs sepa-
rately in a manner indistinguishable from the unified acces-
sory, each member having a smaller capacity for holding hair
together but functioning in the same manner. The connectors
can be, but not limited to, magnets, bead and socket, tongue
and groove, and hook and post. The members align end to end
or in an overlapping arrangement.

17 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
SHARABLE HAIR ACCESSORY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a nonprovisional utility application of
the provisional patent application, Ser. No. 61/828,754 filed
in the United States Patent Office on May 30, 2013 and claims
the priority thereof and is expressly incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to a hair accessory.
More particularly, the present disclosure relates to a hair
accessory that separates into a plurality of fully functional
hair accessories.

BACKGROUND

Hair accessories are worn for decorative purposes, the
accessories both inherently decorative and functional, arrang-
ing and keeping hair tresses in a position for a particular hair
style or producing a more tidy appearance.

Hair accessories are also worn for comfort, pulling hair
away from the face and neck, keeping a wearer cooler by
exposing skin for evaporation.

Hair accessories come in many forms. Among the most
common are clips, sometimes referred to as butterfly clips.
Butterfly clips come in several styles, the clip portion having
comblike teeth, plain clamps or a combination of both. But-
terfly clips come in simple utilitarian styles as well as highly
decorated bling pieces.

While these units may be suitable for the particular purpose
employed, or for general use, they would not be as suitable for
the purposes of the present disclosure as disclosed hereafter.

In the present disclosure, where a document, act or item of
knowledge is referred to or discussed, this reference or dis-
cussion is not an admission that the document, act or item of
knowledge or any combination thereof was at the priority
date, publicly available, known to the public, part of common
general knowledge or otherwise constitutes prior art under the
applicable statutory provisions; or is known to be relevant to
an attempt to solve any problem with which the present dis-
closure is concerned.

While certain aspects of conventional technologies have
been discussed to facilitate the present disclosure, no techni-
cal aspects are disclaimed and it is contemplated that the
claims may encompass one or more of the conventional tech-
nical aspects discussed herein.

BRIEF SUMMARY

An aspect of an example embodiment in the present dis-
closure is to provide a hair accessory that is sharable with
another. Accordingly, an aspect of an example embodiment in
the present disclosure provides a hair clip having a plurality of
members that separates into a plurality of fully functional
smaller hair accessories useful for more than one user.

Another aspect of an example embodiment in the present
disclosure is to provide a hair accessory that is operative for
rearranging hair into a different style requiring a plurality of
hair accessories when one accessory is available. Accord-
ingly, an aspect of an example embodiment in the present
disclosure provides one hair clip having a plurality of mem-
bers that separates into a plurality of fully functional smaller
hair accessories.
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A further aspect of an example embodiment in the present
disclosure is to provide a plurality of hair accessories that is
operative for arranging hair into a style that requires a single
accessories that is larger than any one of the plurality of hair
accessories. Accordingly, an aspect of an example embodi-
ment in the present disclosure provides a plurality of fully
functional hair accessories that couple together into a single
larger hair accessory that is fully functional for arranging hair.

The present disclosure describes a hair accessory that sepa-
rates into a plurality of fully functional smaller hair accesso-
ries, the smaller accessories for sharing with another or for
rearranging hair into a different style. The hair accessory is a
hair clip having a handle coupled to a clip portion with a
spring. The hair clip has a plurality of members that separate
into individual hair clips, each member fully functional as a
hair clip. When the members connect, the hair accessory
performs as a unified device. When the members 20 selec-
tively separate, each member performs separately in a manner
indistinguishable from the unified accessory, each member
having a smaller capacity for holding hair together but func-
tioning in the same manner. The connectors can be, but not
limited to, magnets, bead and socket, tongue and groove, and
hook and post. The members align end to end or in an over-
lapping arrangement.

The present disclosure addresses at least one of the fore-
going disadvantages. However, it is contemplated that the
present disclosure may prove useful in addressing other prob-
lems and deficiencies in a number of technical areas. There-
fore, the claims should not necessarily be construed as limited
to addressing any of the particular problems or deficiencies
discussed hereinabove. To the accomplishment of the above,
this disclosure may be embodied in the form illustrated in the
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, how-
ever, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations are
contemplated as being part of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, like elements are depicted by like refer-
ence numerals. The drawings are briefly described as follows.

FIG. 1 is diagrammatic perspective view of an example
embodiment of a separable hair accessory.

FIG. 2 is diagrammatic perspective view of an example
embodiment of the separable hair clip separating into a plu-
rality of hair accessories.

FIG. 3A is a top plan view of an example embodiment of a
spine of a separable hair accessory having a plurality of a
magnetic connectors.

FIG. 3B, similar to FIG. 3A, is a top plan view of an
example embodiment of the spine of the separable hair acces-
sory coupling together with magnetic connectors.

FIG. 4A is a top plan view of an example embodiment of
the spine of the separable hair accessory having tongue and
groove connectors.

FIG. 4B, similar to FIG. 4A, is a top plan view an example
embodiment of of the spine of the separable hair accessory
coupling together with the tongue and groove connector.

FIG. 5A is a top plan view of an example embodiment of
the spine of the separable hair accessory having a bead and
socket connector.

FIG. 5B, similar to FIG. 5A, is a top plan view of an
example embodiment of the spine of the separable hair acces-
sory coupling together with the bead and socket connector.

FIG. 6A is a top plan view of an example embodiment of
the spine of the separable hair accessory having a hook and
post connector.
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FIG. 6B, similar to FIG. 6A, is a top plan view of an
example embodiment of the spine of the separable hair acces-
sory coupling together with the hook and post connector.

FIG. 7 is a side elevational view of a further example
embodiment of the hair accessory separating into the pair of
members.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a first user wearing the first
member of the hair accessory and sharing the second member
with a second user.

FIG. 9A is a dynamic perspective view of another example
embodiment of a first member of the hair accessory.

FIG. 9B, similar to FIG. 9A, is a dynamic perspective view
of a pair of members coupling to form another example
embodiment of the hair accessory.

FIG. 9C, similar to FIG. 9C, is a top plan view of another
example embodiment of the hair accessory having the mem-
bers coupled together.

FIG. 10 is a dynamic perspective view of a further example
embodiment of the hair accessory separating into a plurality
of members.

The present disclosure now will be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings,
which show various example embodiments. However, the
present disclosure may be embodied in many different forms
and should not be construed as limited to the example
embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these example embodi-
ments are provided so that the present disclosure is thorough,
complete and fully conveys the scope of the present disclo-
sure to those skilled in the art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a hair accessory 10 for holding hair
together, gathering a plurality of hair strands and pulling the
hair strands in a unified way to create a hair style, to hold hair
away from a face or neck or to sweep and hold hair to a side.
The hair accessory 10 in this example embodiment is a hair
clip.

The illustrated example embodiment of the clip has a clip
portion with comb-like teeth 14. Other example embodiments
have clip portions with clamps. Further example embodi-
ments have both clip portions and comb-like teeth portions as
shown in FIGS. 9A-9C and described hereinbelow. One of
ordinary skill appreciates that the embodiments described
herein are not limitations and the inventive concept is appli-
cable to many example embodiments of hair accessories in
addition to those described and illustrated.

The hair accessory 10 has a plurality of members 20. The
members 20 selectively separate, forming a plurality of hair
accessories, each member 20 fully operative for pulling and
holding hair strands together. When the members 20 connect,
as shown in FIG. 1, the hair accessory performs as a unified
device. When the members 20 selectively separate, as shown
in FIG. 2, each member 20 performs separately in a manner
indistinguishable from the unified accessory, each member
having a smaller capacity for holding hair strands together but
functioning in the same manner.

A first user wears the accessory with the members 20
connected, the first user selectively disconnecting one mem-
ber 20 and sharing the member 20 with a second user. In
another embodiment example, the user rearranges her hair
style into a different hair style, placing each member 20 in a
separate portion of hair, gathering different portions of hair
strands with each member 20.

Referring to FIG. 8, the first user 100 styles her hair 102
using the hair accessory with the members 20 connected.
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FIG. 8 demonstrates that when the first user 100 desires to
share the hair accessory, the user removes the hair accessory
from her hair and separates the members 20, using one mem-
ber 20 to pull back and hold the first user’s 100 hair and using
a second member 20 to pull back and hold the hair 102 of a
second user 100A.

As an illustration, an adult 100 traveling with a child 100A
can share the hair accessory when the child 100A is uncom-
fortable and hot and wants her hair pulled up and held away
from the neck and face. Away from home, the adult 100 does
not have access to other hair accessories, but can conveniently
remove the hair accessory from her own hair, separate the
members 20, replace the hair accessory with the first member
20 and place the second member 20 in the child’s hair, pulling
the child’s hairup and holding away from the child’s neck and
face.

As a further instance as shown in FIG. 2, the user can
initially style her hair using the hair accessory 10 with the
members 20 connected. Subsequently, the user desires to
change the style, but does not have a second hair accessory to
effectuate the desired style. The user removes the hair acces-
sory 10 from her hair, separates the members 20 and contin-
ues styling her hair into the new style, having a plurality of
hair accessories, fully functional to hold hair in the new style.

FIG. 2 further illustrates the members 20 having a pair of
side edges 20E, including a first side edge and a second side
edge. Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2 together, the hair
accessory 10 has comb-like teeth 14, each member has a spine
30 with a spring 32, the spine 30 having a pair of ends
extending between the side edges 20E of each member 20.
The spine also includes a spine axis around which each clip
member is configured to pivot. At an end of the spine is a
connector 40. In a further embodiment, as shown in the draw-
ing, both ends of the spine have a connector 40. In another
embodiment, the connectors are on a pair of inside surfaces
when the members are connected. FIG. 2 shows the connec-
tors 40 on the inside surfaces of the spring spine ends 32. The
connectors 40 are configured for coupling to one another for
joining the members 20 such that the spine 30 extends con-
tinuously across both clip members 20, as illustrated in FIG.
1, the side edges 20 and the spine axes of each clip member 20
becoming aligned.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the hair accessory 10 has a
plurality of clip portions 14 operative for grasping hair, and a
plurality of handle portions 12, each of the clip and handle
portions having a pair of side edges. The joined clip portions
14 are cooperatively operative for holding hair when con-
nected, each clip portion independently operative for holding
hair when disconnected. The handle portion 12 couples to
each corresponding clip portion 14, the handle portion opera-
tive for opening the clip portion. When the members 20 are
coupled, the user can grasp the handle portions of the mem-
bers simultaneously, so that the accessory 10 functions as a
unitary clip.

The hair accessory 10 has the spine 30 coupling each
handle portion to the corresponding clip portion. When the
handle portions 12 are grasped together, the accessory 10
functions as a single device.

In one embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the spines 30 having
ends, each end having the connector 40, align the hair acces-
sory in a straight line, an end of a first spine 30 connecting to
an end of a second spine 30, the comb-like teeth 14 extending
uniformly across the hair accessory. In a further embodiment,
which is not illustrated, the members having handles, and in
one variation, the clips and handles having connectors, align
in an overlapping arrangement.
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FIG. 7 illustrates the connectors 40 on the handles 12. In
the illustrated example embodiment, the handles 12 each
have an inside end, the connectors 40 on the insides ends of a
pair of handles 12. The members 20 connect at the handles.

In other example embodiment, the clip portion has a clamp
having a connector on an outer surface of the clip portion for
connecting in an overlapping manner described hereinbelow.

In other example embodiment shown in FIG. 10, the first
member 20 has a plurality of openings 50 on the clip and the
second member 20' couples to the first member by inserting
the teeth 14 of the second member 20" into the openings 50 on
the first member 20'. It is understood that a plurality of second
members 20' can be coupled to the first member 20 in this
manner.

In other example embodiment shown in FIG. 9A, the mem-
ber has a handle 12, a clamp 24 having a bottom edge, and
comb-like teeth 14 which extend from the bottom edge and
interlock for further gripping the hair. The clamp 24 and the
coupled handle 12 each have a pair of opposing sides and each
side has an arm 26 having a connector 40, an arm 26 on one
side of the clamp 24 and an arm on one side of the handle 12.
The connectors 40 on the first member 20 is a mirror image of
the second member 20 as shown in FIG. 9C. The two mem-
bers 20 couple to form the accessory 10 wherein the clamps of
each member are substantially aligned such that the clamps
extend uniformly across the now combined hair accessory,
the arms 26 coupling by the connectors 40.

FIGS. 3A and 3B demonstrate a pair of connectors, each
one amagnet42. One magnet 42 is on each member 20. Inone
embodiment, the magnets 42 are on the end of the spine. In a
further embodiment, the magnets 42 are on the handle por-
tions. In yet a further embodiments, the magnets 42 are on
arms inside the accessory as shown in FIG. 9A. In this
embodiment, the members overlap when connected but retain
the functionality of the clip. It is understood by those of
ordinary skill that the pair of magnets 42 attract each other, a
first magnet having opposite polarity than a second magnet.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a tongue 44A and groove 44B
connector pair, the tongue 44 A extending outwardly from the
end of at least one of a first spine or a first member and the
groove extending within the end of at least one of a second
spine or a second member. It is understood that assignment of
tongue and groove to the members is immaterial to the func-
tioning of the connector pair.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show a bead 46A and socket 46B con-
nector pair. In the drawing, the connector pair is on the spine
wherein the bead and the socket are coaxial with the spine
axis, a further embodiment, the connector pair is on a clamp
of the hair accessory 10 having the handle coupled to the
clamp. The clamp on a first member, having an outer surface
with the bead connector, and the clamp on a second member
has a socket connector operative for accommodating the bead
connector, connect in an overlapping manner as explained
above.

FIGS. 6A and 6B show a hook 48A and post 48B connec-
tors wherein the hook is pivotally connected to the spine, the
hook having a hook axis substantially perpendicular to the
spine axis and the post extends outwardly from the spine
substantially perpendicularly to the spine ends. It is under-
stood that this connector pair is not limited to the post, but that
other devices such as an eyelet for receiving and securing the
hook are possible within the inventive concept.

This disclosure presents example embodiments of connec-
tor pairs, however, the disclosure is not limited to the illus-
trated connectors and that other connector pairs are possible
within the inventive concept.
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It is understood that when an element is referred herein-
above as being “on” another element, it can be directly on the
other element or intervening elements may be present ther-
ebetween. In contrast, when an element is referred to as being
“directly on” another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present.

Moreover, any components or materials can be formed
from a same, structurally continuous piece or separately fab-
ricated and connected.

It is further understood that, although ordinal terms, such
as, “first,” “second,” “third,” are used herein to describe vari-
ous elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections,
these elements, components, regions, layers and/or sections
should not be limited by these terms. These terms are only
used to distinguish one element, component, region, layer or
section from another element, component, region, layer or
section. Thus, “a first element,” “component,” “region,”
“layer” or “section” discussed below could be termed a sec-
ond element, component, region, layer or section without
departing from the teachings herein.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,” “below,”
“lower,” “above,” “upper” and the like, are used herein for
ease of description to describe one element or feature’s rela-
tionship to another element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated in
the figures. Itis understood that the spatially relative terms are
intended to encompass different orientations of the device in
use or operation in addition to the orientation depicted in the
figures. For example, ifthe device in the figures is turned over,
elements described as “below” or “beneath” other elements or
features would then be oriented “above” the other elements or
features. Thus, the example term “below” can encompass
both an orientation of above and below. The device can be
otherwise oriented (rotated 90 degrees or at other orienta-
tions) and the spatially relative descriptors used herein inter-
preted accordingly.

Example embodiments are described herein with reference
to cross section illustrations that are schematic illustrations of
idealized embodiments. As such, variations from the shapes
of'the illustrations as a result, for example, of manufacturing
techniques and/or tolerances, are to be expected. Thus,
example embodiments described herein should not be con-
strued as limited to the particular shapes of regions as illus-
trated herein, but are to include deviations in shapes that
result, for example, from manufacturing. For example, a
region illustrated or described as flat may, typically, have
rough and/or nonlinear features. Moreover, sharp angles that
are illustrated may be rounded. Thus, the regions illustrated in
the figures are schematic in nature and their shapes are not
intended to illustrate the precise shape of a region and are not
intended to limit the scope of the present claims.

In conclusion, herein is presented a hair accessory that
separates into a plurality of fully functional hair accessories.
The disclosure is illustrated by example in the drawing fig-
ures, and throughout the written description. It should be
understood that numerous variations are possible, while
adhering to the inventive concept. Such variations are con-
templated as being a part of the present disclosure.

2 <

2 <

What is claimed is:

1. A hair accessory, comprising:

aplurality of clip members, each clip member operative for
holding hair together, each clip member having a first
side edge, a second side edge, and a spine with a spring
extending between the first side edge and the second side
edge, the spine having a spine axis around which each
clip member is configured to pivot, the spine having a
pair of ends; and
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aplurality of connectors, a first connector on an end of the
spine of a first clip member and a second connector on an
end of the spine of a second clip member, the connectors
coupling to each other operative for joining the clip
members such that the spines extend continuously
across both clip members, the side edges and the spine
axes of the clip members becoming aligned, the joined
clip members cooperatively operative for holding hair
when coupled together, each clip member independently
operative for holding hair when detached from another
clip member, each clip member performing separately in
a manner indistinguishable from the connected hair
accessory.

2. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein the
connectors are magnets, a first magnet at an end of the spine
of'the first clip member, and a second magnet at an end of the
spine of the second clip member.

3. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein the
first connector is a tongue extending outwardly from an end of
the spine of the first clip member, the tongue coaxial with the
spine axis and the second connector is a groove extending
within an end of the spine of the second clip member, the
groove coaxial with the spine axis.

4. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein the
first connector is a bead extending outwardly from an end of
the spine of the first clip member, the bead coaxial with the
spine axis and the second connector is a socket extending
within an end of the spine of the second clip member the
socket coaxial with the spine axis.

5. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein the
first connector is a hook pivotally coupled to the spine of the
first clip member, the hook having a hook axis substantially
perpendicular to the spine axis and the second connector is an
eye extending outwardly from the spine of the second clip
member substantially perpendicularly to the ends of the
spine.

6. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein a
plurality of hair strands are cooperatively held by a plurality
of interlaced comb teeth, the comb teeth extending down-
wardly from the spine of each clip member, the comb teeth of
the first clip member substantially aligned with the comb
teeth of the second clip member such that the comb teeth
extend uniformly across the hair accessory.

7. The hair accessory as described in claim 1, wherein a
plurality of hair strands are cooperatively held by a plurality
of clamps, a clamp extending downwardly from the spine of
each clip member, the clamp of the first clip member substan-
tially aligned with the clip of the second clip member such
that the clamps extend uniformly across the hair accessory.

8. A hair accessory for holding hair, comprising:

aplurality of clip portions operative for grasping hair, each
of'the clip portions having a pair of side edges;

aplurality of handle portions, each handle portion having a
first side edge and a second side edge, each of the handle
portions coupled to one of the clip portions, the handle
portion operative for opening the clip portion;

a plurality of spines, each spine having a spring, an axis,
and a pair of ends each spine extending between the side
edges of a corresponding handle portion and clip portion
and coupling the corresponding handle portion and clip
portion, each handle portion extending into the corre-
sponding clip portion at the spine; and

a plurality of connectors, each connector on an end of the
spines, the connectors coupling to each other operative
for selectively connecting the clips portions such that the
spines extend continuously across the plurality of handle
portions and corresponding clip portions, the side edges
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and the spine axes of the clip portions becoming aligned,
the joined clips portions operative for holding hair when
connected, each clip portion independently operative for
holding hair when disconnected.

9. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, the plurality
of'spines includes a first spine and a second spine wherein the
connectors are magnets, including a first magnet at an end of
a first spine, and a second magnet at an end of the second
spine.

10. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, the plurality
of spines includes a first spine and a second spine wherein a
first connector is a tongue extending outwardly from an end of
the first spine, the tongue coaxial with the spine axis and a
second connector is a groove extending within the end of the
second spine, the groove coaxial with the spine axis.

11. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, the plurality
of spines includes a first spine and a second spine wherein a
first connector is a bead extending outwardly from an end of
the first spine, the bead coaxial with the spine axis and a
second connector is a socket within an end of the second
spine, the socket coaxial with the spine axis.

12. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, the plurality
of spines includes a first spine and a second spine wherein a
first connector is a hook pivotally coupled to the first spine,
the hook having a hook axis substantially perpendicular to the
spine axis and a second connector is an eye extending out-
wardly from the second spine substantially perpendicularly to
the ends of the spine.

13. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, wherein
each of the clip portions including a plurality of interlaced
comb teeth for holding hair, the comb teeth extending down-
wardly away from each spine, the comb teeth of a first clip
portion substantially aligned with the comb teeth of a second
clip portion such that the comb teeth extend uniformly across
the hair accessory.

14. The hair accessory as described in claim 8, wherein
each of the clip portions includes a plurality of clamps, a
clamp extending away from its corresponding spine, the
clamp of one of the clip portions substantially aligned with
the clamp of a another clip portion.

15. A hair accessory for holding a plurality of hair strands
together, comprising:

a plurality of members including a first member and a
second member, each member having a clamp, the
clamp of each member having opposing sides that close
shut, operative for grasping hair,

each member also having a plurality of handles, a handle
coupled to each side of the clamp, the handles operative
for opening the clamp;

each member also having a plurality of arms, one pair of
arms attaching to each handle and extending inward
toward the opposing handle and one pair of arms attach-
ing to the sides of the clamp and extending inward
toward the opposing clamp side, a first arm opposite the
second arm in each pair of arms; and

a plurality of connectors, each connector on an arm, the
connectors operative for selectively and directly con-
necting the first member to the second member when the
handle arms and clamp arms of the second member align
and are operably coupled to the corresponding handle
arms and clamp arms of the first member, the clamp
sides of the first member substantially aligned with the
clamp sides of the second member, the joined members
operative as a unitary accessory for simultaneously
holding hair when connected, each member indepen-
dently operative for holding hair in a manner indistin-
guishable from the joined members when disconnected.
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16. The hair accessory as described in claim 15, wherein
the connectors are magnets.

17. The hair accessory as described in claim 16, wherein
the clamp of the first member is a first clamp and the clamp of
the second member is a second clamp, each clamp has a
bottom edge, the bottom edge having comb-like teeth on each
opposing side orthogonal to the bottom edge, the comb-like
teeth facing inward, the comb-like teeth on a first side inter-
locking with the comb-like teeth on a second opposing side,
the comb teeth of the first clamp substantially aligned with the
comb teeth of the second clamp such that the comb teeth
extend uniformly across the hair accessory.

#* #* #* #* #*
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